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Date:  July 5, 2020                 Scripture: Ephesians 6:10-13 
Title: Injustice 
 
 
Introduction to Analog 
 
Analog is designed to be a tangible way to take a deeper look into each week’s Sunday 
morning message. Analog can be used by individuals, friends, couples, or small groups to 
further discussion and exploration of the Sunday teaching. May this tool help you to connect 
with God as we continue on this journey of following Jesus together. 
 
Teaching Season 
 
For five weeks this summer, we will hear from five different DCC pastors. Each speaker will 
share with us a message from their heart – something that is stirring in them to share with 
our faith community.  
 

Overview:  
 
Most of us are more aware than ever before about racial injustice, racism, systemic racism, 
white privilege, etc. How can we look at systemic racism through the lens of Scripture? What 
does it look like to be people who follow after Jesus and his ways in our world today? What 
can we do?   
 
Opening Question for a group: Who has helped you the most to learn about race and racism? 
 
Questions for discussion or reflection: 
 
Here are some questions for discussion or reflection. Don’t feel like you have to cover them 
all. The Spiritual Practice for this week could be very meaningful for you or your group, so 
plan on 5-10 minutes for this exercise. If you are using this in a group context, read through 
these questions and the Spiritual Practice before your group meets to familiarize yourself 
with this material. You may want to send this out to the group before you meet.  
 

1. If you heard the message on Sunday (July 5), what stood out to you from the teaching? What 
caught your attention? Any new insights? Questions?  
 

 
 

2. Read Ephesians 6:10-13.  
• How would you describe Paul’s perspective on evil?  
• What do you think is the importance of his statement, “our struggle is not against 

flesh and blood”? 
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3. Discuss this statement:  “Racism is just a collection of individual and personal sins.” 

 
 
 

4. Reflect and comment on this statement from William Stringfellow: 
 

“The monstrous American heresy is in thinking that the whole drama of history takes place 
between God and humanity. But the truth biblically, and theologically and empirically is 
quite otherwise. The drama of this story takes place amongst God and humanity and the 
principalities and powers, the great institutions and ideologies active in the world. Or to put 
it differently, racism is not just an evil in human hearts or minds, racism is a principality, a 
demonic power, a representative image, a embodiment of death itself.”  

 
 

5. What can we learn from Jesus about how to fight racisim?  
 
 
 

6. Here are ways to make a stand and take a step toward being a part of the solution to racism. 
Which two or three resonate the most with you? What will you do? 

 
• Find someone who has been in the fight against racism longer than you and support 

them and learn from them. 
 

• Pray for black and indigenous people of color. 
 

• Pray for yourself – for perseverance and humility. 
 

• Pray against spiritual strongholds of whiteness and racism in our world. 
 

• Fight policies and systems – but don’t go after people. Be political, but not partisan. 
 

• Be suspicious of easy answers. 
  

• Study and learn from Jesus about the kingdom of God that is full of creative love.  
 

• Stay curious. Learn and lean into seeking answers to difficult questions. 
 

• Speak up – use your voice. Use your platform.  
 

• Focus locally. Get involved with your local school, as well as local and city elections 
and government. 

 

• If you are white, talk to your friends about race and racism. 
 

• Be eager to listen and slow to speak. 
 

• Identity local organizations that are doing anti-racism work and give generously to 
them. 

 

• Stand up for and with communities of color.  
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Spiritual Practice 
 
Prayer 
 
Materials Needed: Copies of the prayer. 
 
Preparation: Take time to read through this prayer before participating in the prayer as a 
group. Email it to everyone ahead of time or be ready on your video conferencing call to share 
it so all can see and follow along.  
 
This week’s Spiritual Practice Prayer is based on an excerpt from Dorothy Day’s book, House 
of Hospitality (page 267) and focuses on practicing love in the ways of Jesus. Exploring this 
with God can have a way of stirring up thoughts and feelings that may be new to us. This 
prayer invites us to consider that God is love, and love is the greatest, yet how hard it can be 
to experience and live out that love. 
 
Invite everyone to sit comfortably, with their palms open and their eyes closed – asking them to 
notice what words or parts of the prayer seem to stick out more than any other.  
 

• Read through the prayer the first time slowly. When finished, ask the group to spend a few 
minutes in silent conversation with God about the words or parts of the prayer that stuck out 
and why. 
 

• After a few minutes of silence, ask if anyone would like to share with the group the words or 
parts of the prayer that are the most meaningful or helpful.  

 
• Close by inviting the group to say the prayer aloud together.  
 

 
 

Sovereign Lord, infinite and personal, not only are you a God of love, but you are love.  
Love and ever more love is the only solution to every problem that comes up.  
It feels like we need your love now more than ever.  
Forgive us of our tendencies of self-preservation and caring about ourselves and how we 
are doing in life and disregarding the reality and needs of others.  
May we have an increasing awareness of our own biases and prejudices.  
Give us eyes to see the injustice and the evil that is in our world. 
Give us strength and courage and faith to face that evil and fight against it. 
It is love that will burn out the sins and hatreds in us and around us.  
It is love that will make us want to do great things for each other.  
May we, through your guidance and strength, see no sacrifice and no suffering as too 
much to embrace.  
Thank you, God, for your grace and mercy, for your loving presence, and for your 
invitation to us to love others as you have loved us.   
 
(Based on an excerpt from Dorothy Day, House of Hospitality, p 267) 

 
 


