
Date:        Scripture: 
October 29, 2017     Ephesians 4.11-13 

Other Resources:  
Parker Palmer, Let Your Life Speak 
Steve Garber, Visions of Vocation 
Alan Hirsch, The Forgotten Ways 

Beginning the Discussion:  
 This week on Sunday we took a close look at the nature of a Prophet as one of 
the Five Gifts Paul lays out in Ephesians 4. Last week we took a look at the nature of an 
Apostle. As a refresher and in very brief terms, an apostle is a sent one. Apostles often 
are those who are looking for the next thing, who keep the people of God thinking 
about the larger picture and not getting too self-centric. Prophets are those who are 
uniquely attuned to God’s truth for today and often are those who speak out to push 
the people of God to be the people of God in their current situation. Oftentimes the 
prophets words are heard by a mixed audience, those enthusiastically pumping their 
fists in the air and those who want to ‘take them out back.’  
 Paul himself, writing to the Ephesians is a good example of an apostle, someone 
constantly thinking about recreating and giving the gift he’s received over the next hill, 
extending what is already happening. Many of the Old Testament prophets are good 
examples, but Isaiah is probably one of the best known, using dramatic actions, words, 
encouragements, visions and more to try to turn the hearts of people towards God’s 
work that the status quo of the day has them unable or unwilling to see.  

Questions to Start Reflection: 
1. Consider the path of Paul in Acts 18.18-23. He leaves even as those were asking 

him to stay. I don’t know about you, but if I’m wanted, often I try to find a way to 
stay longer…not Paul. He has an apostle-like mindset. What are the gifts that an 
apostle brings to the larger body of Christ as you see it? What are the potential 
set-backs or blind spots of an apostle-minded person? What would we miss out 
on as the Body of Christ, how would we cease to be the best expression of 
Christ in the world if apostles didn’t offer their gifts to us? 

2. Now consider the same questions about ‘prophet’ as we discussed it above.  
3. Where and how do you see Jesus enacting these gifts?  
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4. Is there anything you feel like you need to do in light of this conversation? Any 
conversations you need to have? Any ways of thinking, assuming, responding 
that need altered? What is one thing you can do this week to move toward 
these notions?


