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November 4, 2018 
Title:  The God of Second Chances                    Scripture: Jonah 3:1-5 
      
Theme and Background 
 
For the past few weeks, we have been learning from the prophet Jonah as his story 
unfolds. In many ways it is a story of failure, the failure of someone (a prophet) who 
some would think should not mess up.  But he does. How does he respond to his 
failure? And perhaps more importantly, how does God respond to his failure?  
 

Opening Question: Share an embarrassing moment from your life – when have you 
done or said something that caused you embarrassment.  

 
In our study this week we will discuss what happens to Jonah after he is spewed onto 
dry land, and what we can learn about how God responds to our failure and messes. 
 

1. In Jonah 3:1, we learn that “The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second 
time.” The exact same phrase – “The word of the Lord came to Jonah” is in 
Jonah 1:1. What might this tell you about God and second chances? Or third 
chances? What has Jonah done to “deserve” a second chance?  
 
 

2. A number of other people in the Bible messed up and failed, yet God did not 
give up on them, and in many cases, they became the people God chose to 
carry out his mission in the world. Take a look at one or both of these 
examples: 

 
• Genesis 27:22-38 and 28:10-15 
• Exodus 2:11-15 and 3:1-10 
 
Why do you think God used Jacob and Moses to be a part of his working in the 
world? Don’t you think he could find some people who would be “better 
qualified”? 
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3. Take a look at David’s story – start with II Samuel 11:1-17. Then go to Psalm 
51:1-13. In that Psalm, what is David’s stance before God concerning all he 
had done wrong? What can we learn about honesty and vulnerability and 
repentance from David? 

 
 
 
 

4. Why, at times, does it seem really difficult to be open and honest in some 
Christian circles? How can we get past that?  

 
 
 

5. Take look at Hebrews 4:16. What do you think “throne of grace” means? What 
kind of help does God give? Where does that help come from?  (See I Peter 
4:10 for our part in dispensing grace.) 

 
 

6. “Don’t be afraid. Far more can be mended than you know.” What does this 
mean to you? 

 
 
 
 
If you want to keep discussing this… three core questions: 

 
• What can I learn about God? 

What does he care about? What does he not care about? What makes him 
glad and joyful and what makes him sad? What does he think of you and 
me? What are some off-kilter thoughts or beliefs I may have about God 
and his ways? 

•  
What does it mean to live fully as a human the way God created me? 
If I were living fully, what might I care about more or care about less? 
What would be on my mind? What would be on my heart?  What does this 
teach me about me and who I am created to be? 
 

• So what? What’s the point? If these things do provide insight about life, 
then how might I live differently today? This week? What new thoughts do 
I have or what adjustments do I want to make?  As a person? As a son or 
daughter? As a friend? As a student? As an employee? As a boss? As a 
mom, dad, wife, uncle, aunt, husband, grandparent? 


