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September 16, 2018 
Guest Speaker:  Jonathan Merritt                    Scripture: II Corinthians 4:13 
       
  

Theme and background 
 
Humans talk – that’s just what we do. We communicate with words. Of all the living 
creatures in our world, only humans relay understanding and meaning and feeling 
through words. And it comes as naturally to us breathing. 
 

In this verse in II Corinthians, Paul is talking about “spiritual speaking”. This 
begins in Genesis 1 – God spoke and created all that we see. And as humans, made 
in the image of God, we are speech creatures and we speak things into existence. 
We may not be able to speak and make a plant sprout, but we can speak to 
another and have hope spring up within them.  
 
Opening Question: Think of a message, sermon, teaching, Ted talk, or lecture 
that really impacted you. What was it about those words that were so powerful? 
 
 

1. God directly gave Moses the Ten Commandments, and he recorded them on 
stone. Two commandments relate to speech. Take a look at the ten and 
specifically the two about speaking: what stands out to you about why God 
would include these two? (See Exodus 20:1-17 and verses 7 and 16). 
 
 

2. Read what Jesus says in Luke 4:16-20, particularly what he says about 
speaking and proclaiming.  “I have been anointed to proclaim good news”. 
Jesus had a ministry of words. He would teach, interact with others, and 
proclaim healing. From what you know of Jesus’ life and ministry, what 
stands out to you about how he used words?  

 
 

3. Jesus said we are “not to live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of  God” (see Matthew 4:1-4 for the full context). What do 
you sense he meant by that?   
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4. Are there “sacred” phrases or words that have damaged or hurt you or are 

annoying to you or you have seen misused against others? Some possible 
examples: judgment, the devil, obedience, sin, hell, etc. 

 
 

5. According Jonathan’s research, only 1 of 8 Christians will have a spiritual 
conversation during this next week. Why do you think are we so reluctant to 
have spiritual conversations? 

 
 

6.  What do you think you need to be able to learn to speak faith and God with 
others? How do things like courage, vulnerability, passion, and authenticity 
related to learning how to do this? 

 
 

7. What would you like to see change in you this week related to the verse in II 
Corinthians 4:13, “…we also believe, therefore we speak”? What can you do 
to see this change take place?  

 
 


