
WEEK 2 PRETEEN

DAY 1:   
Nehemiah had traveled a long way and was ready to see if the walls and 
gates were in really terrible shape like his brother had said. Nehemiah 
rode his donkey through the streets and valleys and saw the damage 
firsthand. Sadly, it was true: the city was in ruins. How could God’s special 
city look like this—a pile of rubble?

Nehemiah knew the time had come to tell the people about his plan. 

Imagine you were one of the people listening to what Nehemiah said in 
verse 17. You start to think about what could be. You start to think:

If not us, then who? If not now, then when?

The people agreed to help Nehemiah. They realized . . .
“That ‘someone’ could be me.” “That ‘someone’ could be us!”

As you look around—as you see what needs to be done around you—
take a cue from Nehemiah. Don’t wait for someone else to do what 
needs to be done. Take initiative, and make it happen!

HEAR
FROM GOD

LIVE
FOR GOD

DAY 4
Let’s say it’s your job to rake the leaves. Depending on where you live, that 
could be a small job or a monumental task. And while the leaves aren’t 
falling quite yet, they will be very soon!

Every day, you get off the bus. You walk to your front door. At first, you 
notice a few leaves here and there. They look really pretty scattered along 
the pathway. Then you start to notice a satisfying crunch as you walk. It’s like 
the path is paved with leaves. Soon enough, you’re having to kick your way 
through a WALL of red, orange, and yellow. It gets bigger . . . and bigger 
until it’s about to swallow you whole!

Okay, maybe that’s a little overdramatic. But why is it that we put off tasks 
that need to get done today?

I’M BUSY. I DON’T HAVE TIME. I JUST DON’T WANT TO.
There’s always something else to do—or at least you can come up with a 
reason if you have to. The funny thing is, raking those leaves would take 
hardly any time at all. It would be done. And then you could move on with 
your life. It’s one thing to avoid raking leaves. But there’s a lot more at stake 
when it comes to our relationships with other people.

Do you think it’s possible to turn that trend around? How can you train 
yourself to see what needs to be done and do it? Think through your day 
today. If you made that attitude shift, how would your day look different?

READ NEHEMIAH 2:17-18



WEEK 1 : PRETEEN

TALK
ABOUT GOD

PRAY
TO GOD

DAY 2
You know you can talk to God about anything, right? You can talk to 
him anywhere, anytime about anything that’s going on in your life.

If you’re like most people, you’ve probably gotten in a habit about 
when you pray, where you pray and what you pray about. Maybe you 
pray in the morning while you devour your cereal. Maybe you take 
a minute to pray silently at recess. Maybe you pray right after you 
brush and floss your teeth at night. (You don’t floss? You probably 
should. Ha!)

It’s a great thing to have a “prayer routine.” But don’t be afraid to 
shake it up!

For example, we usually talk to God about things we hope will 
happen, or we tell Him about things that have happened. But 
sometimes it’s good to ask God:

“HOW DO YOU WANT TO USE ME TODAY?”
It might just open your eyes and give you a new way to see the 
world around you. Give it a try!

DAY 3
Think of someone you really admire—someone 
who helps you follow God. It could be your 
Small Group Leader, your Youth Pastor, or maybe 
an older friend.

Write some thoughts below on what makes you want to listen to them and 
why you trust what they have to say.

The people listened to Nehemiah because they saw HIS FAITH IN GOD. 
They saw his character. They saw how he cared deeply about what was 
most important. He had come all the way from Susa to repair the city and 
give God the honor He deserves.

Nehemiah wasn’t doing this project to be famous. He had been living a 
perfectly normal life in Susa, but he left it all behind for something that 
meant more.

Do you want to be the same way when you get older? How can you build 
rock-solid character at a young age? Are there things you can do right now 
to invest in kids who are younger than you? Talk to your Leader or Pastor 
and ask how you can live out your faith like Nehemiah.


