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May 6, 2018 
Title: Make it,  don’t take it      Scripture: Ephesians 4:2 
         (see also Malachi 3:8-10) 
  

Theme and Background 
 
We are in the fifth week after Easter, and we continue with another teaching from 
the book of Ephesians. This week’s study comes from one verse: Ephesians 4:28 

 

Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands,             

that they may have something to share with those in need. 

 

Notice Paul’s command here does not stop with “don’t” but with what one should 
do. This is important in this context because we are tactile creatures. And stealing 
involves touching with our hands … so what does Paul say? Use your hands for 
something else. It’s shifting the focus of what one uses their hands for. From taking 
to making. A focus on the idea of what we should do not what we should not do.  
 
Throughout the Old Testament, God is portrayed as owning everything (see Levitius 
25:23 – “The land is mine…”). Thus, the core issue of why stealing is wrong is 
ownership. Stealing is taking something that is not yours. And Paul’s admonition 
continues with what to do instead: work and give. 
 
We are to work so we can give. And true happiness is connected to being generous. 
There is a beauty and joy in giving. One reason for this is that as people made in 
the image of God (who is generous and self-giving), the more we are in line with 
who God is, and the more fulfilled and joyful we will be.  
 
 
Opening Question:  
 
Share a time when you were impressed with someone else’s generosity – especially 
toward you. 
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Some Questions for reflection: 
  

1. God’s instruction about stealing could have been limited to what not to do, 
“don’t steal”. Why do you think it is important he also included what to do? 

 
 

2. “Everything belongs to God” - What are some of the ramifications of this 
reality? 

 
 
 

3. God introduced work to Adam and Eve before the fall. Toil was a result of the 
fall (“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat 
food from it.” – Genesis 3:17).  Do you tend to view your work as a gift and 
as worship, or does work feel more like toil for you? Why? 
 
 
 

4. Social scientists have a lot of evidence to suggest that generous people are 
more joyful. What has been your observation or experience of this? 

 
 
 

5. Do you tend to have a scarcity mentality or an abundance mentality? How 
does it show up in your life?  
 

 
 

6. What would it take for you to believe you can hold your possessions loosely 
and that you really do have enough? (See Malachi 3:8-10) 

 
 
 

7. What does this one verse in Ephesians tell us about who we are as humans – 
our tendencies, our desires, our hopes, our foibles?         
What does it tell us about God, who he is, and what he cares about? 
What can we learn about the benefits of living in line with God and his ways? 

 
 
 

8. In light of this discussion about generosity, what is one thing you would like 
to see change in you? 
 


