
 

 

 
     
 
 
 

WEEK 4: YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT 
 
Welcome to Week 4 of our examination of the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life! Last week 
the teaching and group discussion centered on Judas, who he was and what he did. 
And on Jesus, how he viewed Judas and responded to him. In this session, we 
continue on where the story left off last week and our focus shifts to what Jesus 
does when he is actually betrayed by Judas and is arrested. As usual, as you plan 
your group, be sure and set aside enough time to do this week’s Spiritual Practice.  
 
 

KNOWING EACH OTHER 
 

As you begin, you may want to use this opening question to get everyone involved 
and to begin thinking about the topic for this week: 
 

Share with the group one of your pet peeves – you know, those little annoyances 
that get under your skin and you just can't ignore, no matter how hard you try.  
Also share how you typically respond.  

 
 

BEGINNING THE DISCUSSION 
 

1. LAST WEEK:  
Is there anything from our time together last week you have a question 
about? Or would you like to share any additional thoughts, insights or 
experiences based on last week’s discussion about Judas and the 
accompanying spiritual practice of Lectio Divina?  
 

2. BACKGROUND FOR THE DISCUSSION:  
The drama builds as Jesus and the disciples (minus Judas) face a rowdy 
crowd right after Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. A kiss is given, 
a scuffle ensues, a sword is drawn, and a man loses an ear. How Jesus 
responds – what he says and what he does – is quite remarkable.  

 
3. SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:  

Read aloud Matthew 26:50-55, keeping in mind that Scripture is not just 
about some facts concerning Jesus, but an invitation to join in the 
experience being described in the context of our lives now.  

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Here are six questions for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to cover them all. You 
may want to pick two or three, or you may want to ask the group what question or 
questions they would like to discuss. 

 
1. If you heard the message on Sunday, what stood out to you from the 

teaching? What caught your attention? Any new insights? Questions?  
 

2. In this story, Jesus is betrayed by a close friend and unfairly arrested. How 
would you describe his response in this difficult situation?  

 
3. How might the prayer of submission, “not my will, but your will be done” 

(which Jesus just prayed in the Garden) influence how he responds here? 
 

4. Do you think Jesus would say he had any enemies?  
 

5. How did Jesus respond to those who appeared to be his enemies? Was he 
concerned with defending himself? What did he seem concerned about? 

 
6. In light of this passage, and as you seek to follow Jesus, what changes would 

you like to see in your life regarding what you think of those who are against 
you and how you respond to them?  

 
 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE – PURSUING PEACE 
 

Use the instructions found in the separate document, Lent Week 4 Formation – 
Pursuing Peace, to lead the group in the spiritual practice for this week.  
 
 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
 

Often as we spend time discussing and reflecting, we gain new insights about 
ourselves, others and God. A few things you might do as a group before you leave to 
"seal this time" in a sense, so those new insights don’t slip away: 
 

Spend a few minutes yourself writing in a journal or recording on your phone: What are 
one or two takeaways you want to consider or make a part of your life as you walk 
through this next week? Is there anything specific you felt like the Lord brought to your 
attention you want to record — you might know what it means and what to do with it, or 
you might have no idea yet — write it anyway. Spend a few more minutes before you go 
sharing with each other (whatever you feel comfortable with) from what you wrote. 
 
 


