
Date:        Scripture: 
October 15, 2017     Ephesians 4.7-10 

Other Resources:  
Parker Palmer, Let Your Life Speak 
Steve Garber, Visions of Vocation 
Alan Hirsch, The Forgotten Ways 

Beginning the Discussion:  
 Grace is for all of us and yet it is a unique gift to be received by each of us. Like 
we talked about last week there is ‘one hope…one God and father of all…’ and at the 
same time as we embrace grace a unique expression of God gets to be made evident 
through each of us. And the question that ends up sticking many people when they ask 
questions about God’s will, especially around questions of job/vocation, is, “Is there 
one thing I am supposed to do in response to the unique gifts God has given me to 
express?” Is there one job or I missed my calling? Is there one potential spouse or I 
missed my calling? etc… But, if we remember also from last week, Paul’s response to 
this calling was to choose unity, humility, graciousness with each other…which is 
something we can all enact no matter our current job, who we married or where we 
live.  
 The invitation is to get out of bed every morning recognizing and embracing 
that all we receive is a gift, and a part of that gift is who you uniquely are, your 
passions, your desires, your drives, your experiences and how they all play together. 
You bring something unique to the table that the world misses out on if you, for 
whatever reason, do not offer it to us. You are a gift, and not only to others, but to 
yourself. Discovering our calling/vocation is only ever about receiving a gift. “God will 
never ask us, ‘Why were you more like so-and-so?’ He will only ask us, ‘Why were you 
not more like yourself?’”(LYLS, p. 11) 

Beginning Question: 
Share about a time when you lost track of time because you were so content or 
engaged doing the task you were working on (this doesn’t mean necessarily your 9-5 
job).  

Questions to Start Reflection: 

n a l o gA



1. How would you describe what you felt in yourself and in the room as you 
shared? If you look at what you shared and the way you shared it, there likely 
was not much of a sense of arrogance or boasting involved. Why do you think 
those stories did that to you and to the room? 

2. Where is the idea of ‘earning’ prominent in your life? What are the indicators 
that that is the case? How did earning play a role or seem absent in the place 
you described in the beginning question? How would you describe what was 
present? 

3. What is one thing you want to do this week to live in light of what we see in this 
passage?


