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Beginning the Discussion:  
 Growing up I remember realizing very early on that my brother and I, though we 
shared a number of interests, were very different people. I could communicate usually 
with ease and with strong persuasion, while he could pull apart a radio, or an anything 
for that matter, and figure out how it worked, and usually put it back together so that it 
would work again. Both of these traits were highly valued in our family, so sometimes 
he would strain and get frustrated by trying to communicate how I could with far less 
understanding, and I would get frustrated when a project on my car took me four times 
longer than it did him. For quite a long time in our lives, sadly, this pitted us against 
each other. We were close enough in age that one was always feeling a bit ‘less than’ in 
comparison with the other depending upon the situation. It persisted this way until 
college. We got a bit of space from one another and suddenly began to realize what 
we had been missing. I would call him and shamelessly ask him to walk me through car 
problems step-by-step, and when he had spent an hour writing a half-hearted 
introduction of a speech that felt like it was going nowhere he’d be on the phone with 
me.  
 I’m sure you have relationships, like everyone I know does, where over time you 
grew to appreciate the very things that drove a wedge between you both in the 
beginning. And, looking back, what I continue to realize is that the wedge for me 
wasn’t in the differences between us, but instead it was in my ability to see and 
recognize that I was incomplete alone. My ego had to mature to make room for others, 
only to find out that I was more complete and a better version of myself because of it. 
This is the very reality Paul speaks to as he continues to unpack the metaphor of this 
Body of Christ. The Christ that we grow up into is somehow reflected by each of our 
individual gifts and humanities learning to offer ourselves fully and receive others fully. 
So what are we waiting for? The best thing we can do is honor the gift of the other 
instead of desire the gift of the other.  
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Questions to Start Reflection: 
1. Who is close in your life who immediately comes to mind when you think of 

someone who is wired very differently than you? What are the rubs that occur 
because of the different ways you are wired? How have you come to see the gift 
that is their gift your life the more that you have spent time with them? 

2. Is there a specific gift of those we’ve talked about in Ephesians 4 that, at least 
the way you’ve seen it lived out, works as a rub for you? What is that rub and 
how have you experienced that? Have you seen anyone live this gift in a way 
that inspires, challenges and betters you? What have those instances been like? 

3. How might people practically honor instead of desire the gifts of others? How 
has this been done around you in meaningful ways? 

4. Is there anything you feel like you need to do in light of this conversation? Any 
conversations you need to have? Any ways of thinking, assuming, responding 
that need altered? What is one thing you can do this week to move toward 
these notions?


