
Date:        Scripture: 
November 19, 2017     Ephesians 4.11-13 

Other Resources:  
Parker Palmer, Let Your Life Speak 
Steve Garber, Visions of Vocation 
Alan Hirsch, The Forgotten Ways 

Beginning the Discussion:  
 This week on Sunday we discussed the gift of the Teacher as Paul names it in 
Ephesians 4. I still remember listening to the particular pastor I had in middle school 
and high school youth group. He was a man with a lot to say. The problem was that I 
hardly ever had any idea what he was saying. Not just the language he used, but the 
stories he tried to tell and the way he would tell them…I was one of many who just 
couldn’t seem to connect. There was a translation issue, but it was also a posture that 
was somewhat off-putting, and then there was the lack of relatable content or at least 
his ability to make it relatable…the reality was, he wasn’t a teacher. Looking back he 
was much more of an apostle. He was the starter, the energy in the room, but rarely 
was he the clarity in the room. Looking back it also makes sense that he wound up in 
that role since I wouldn’t call our lead teaching pastor a teacher either. He was an 
academic, but he was also an apostle, a mover and a shaker for sure, but when I’d 
finish listening to him I was usually more confused than when I started.  
 But, I also remember the first time in high school when I couldn’t get enough of 
a pastor’s teaching. Not only did Biblical stories come to life right in front of me when 
he spoke, but I felt drawn in and connected because of the one-off questions he’d 
pose, and I found myself not just remembering his funny examples but also the point 
they were connected to throughout the week. And in all of that I found myself wanting 
to read the Bible more for myself just one the chance that maybe I’d find things in it 
like he seemed to. He was at every level a teacher. He could move and shake some, he 
cared about people growing, but the driver for him when he got out of bed was to take 
big ideas and make them accessible and tangible and life-changing. He couldn’t stand 
that the Bible could be made boring and inapplicable and he set out to remedy that 
whenever possible. Start the conversation by simply considering who the teachers are 
that have had an impact for you and why? What about your experience, other than the 
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fact that you learned something, would make you say that teaching was in fact part of 
who they are?  

Questions to Start Reflection: 
1. Take a look at the passage of Paul in Athens again (Acts 17.16-28), but this time 

through the lens of a teacher. Consider what makes an effective teacher, 
someone who can truly be engaged with and make large concepts accessible, 
and ask what about his speech here is evident of that gift? What are the gifts 
that a teaching-minded person brings to the larger body of Christ as you see it? 
What are the potential set-backs or blind spots of a teaching-minded person 
and how have you seen that in play (at work or church etc)? What would we miss 
out on as the Body of Christ, how would we cease to be the best expression of 
Christ in the world, if teachers didn’t offer their gifts to us? 

2. Where and how do you see Jesus enacting the teaching gift?  
3. Is there anything you feel like you need to do in light of this conversation? Any 

conversations you need to have? Any ways of thinking, assuming, responding 
that need altered? What is one thing you can do this week to move toward 
these notions?


