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More often than not, JesusO death on the cross is a focal point for Easte the fact that he died
signifies that our sin is paid for. The cross is a powerful symbol that represents Christianity, and
it is natural that we look to this meaning when we celebrate Easter.

Yet the meaning of the cross should not overshadow EasterOs other, in some ways more
powerful, symbol: the open tomb and ChristOs resurrection. We are not only cleansd from sin
by ChristOs death, but also brought into a new life by his resurrection. The resurrection is the
promise of the afterlife in heaven, but also attaining the status of a new creation here and now.

Paul tells us emphatically: Gor Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one
died for all, and therefore all diedE Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the
old has gone, the new has come!O (2 Corinthians 5:14, 17). When we became Christians, then,
we somehow partake in ChristOs resurrection with him, rising from our own death and becoming
new beings as Christ did. This idea is powerfully enacted in baptism: after being plunged down
into water symbolizing our death with Christ, we come up out of the water as new creations,
marked as children of God.

The excitement with which Paul writes about this new creation in 2 Corinthians is intriguing
because it is such a difficult concept to grasp presently. In the book of John, Jesus talked to
Nicodemus about this very same subject when he spoke of being born again:

In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless
he is born again."

"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a
second time into his mother's womb to be born!" (John 3:3-4)

Nicodemus interprets being born again as being birthed a second time, and though Jesus goes
on to indicate that it is a spiritual birth, Nicodemus still finds the entire thing a mystery. This
same sense of mystery about the subject confounds us today. Having become Christians, we
still feel like the same person. How is it that we are new creations when we seem to still
maintain our old, sinful selves? What does it mean to be resurrected in this new skin, day by
day, as we struggle through life?

If we have become new creations, we have taken on new identities and new personhoods. We
no longer operate according to the old instincts we once had, because those instincts have
been superseded by the Holy Spirit, which guides us on how best to operate. In the last chapter
of Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis described this new life as the Zoe, a transmission that
eventually grants us back our real personalities, our real selves, the real identities that we have
been searching for all along. But, Lewis says, the new creation happens not in a quest for the
self, but in a quest for Christ himselfN only by giving ourselves over to Christ will we find the real
person he meant us to be all along. What it is we will become is still a mystery; the new creation
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has happened as if being set on a new path that we are being guided along by the Holy Spirit,
though we donOt know where it might lead.

CONNECTED TEXT

DISCUSSION STARTERS
What are some of the nicknames people call you? Why do people give others nicknames?

QUESTIONS

How is it that we are declared new creations upon becoming a Christian, yet we are mostly no
different in habit than when we were not? Why is Christ declaring us a new creation important?

Define sanctification.

As new creations in Christ, does God intend us to become simil,ar to other Christians,
or different? Our we individually new or just Onew to the groupO so to speak?

Read 1 John 3:2. What does he mean when he says, Qvhat we will be has not yet
been made known?0

What tools does God use to mold us into the person he wants us to become?
ACTION STEP

Speak with God and ask him for one habit you can take up that will help you to become the
person he wants you to be.
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WEEK Two:: APRIL 11
SHARING WITH GOD:: COLOSSIANS 3:15

Peace is one of those words that is used so often and so abstractly that it is often difficult to pin
down exactly what it does mean. Is it conflict resolution between warring countries? Peace,
love, and whatever else. Is it a type of blessing? Peace be with you. May the Lord look upon
you with favor and give you peace. Is it that warm, fuzzy feeling that everything is going to be
okay? IOm at peace with the decision. Perhaps these are all true, but intheir overuse, the
definitions cease to give us any real meaning.

In Colossians 3:15, Paul is finishing a section of his letter, in which he is encouraging the church
to OSet your mind on the things above,O not being distracted by the things of this wat) but living
out the Kingdom here on earth. In particular, in the verses just before Colossians 3:15, Paul is
describing what it looks like for the church to act together as the Kingdom on earth, summing it
all up with OBeyond all these things put on love which is the perfect bond of unityO (Colossians
3:14). This church in Colosse was beginning to look a lot like the world around them with
boundaries between OGreek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave and freeman,O at whichpoint Paul reminds them OChrist is all, and in allO (Colossians
3:11). These quarrels and conflicts were as old as society itself. In Colossians 3:15, he asks the
church to OLet the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in o
body.O Here, it seems peace means a collaboration between two opposing bodies.

In fact this is not the only church that struggled with this epidemic strife between opposing
members of the body. Paul wrote a similar admonishment to the church in Ephesus, again,
focusing on the conflicts arising between the Jews and Gentiles within the church. As with the
verse in Colossians 3:15, the peace that Paul calls them to is centered around Christ: OFor He
Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing
wall® (Ephesians 2:14). This conflict between Jews and Gentiles is one that we have seen
continued throughout history from a holocaust to holy land wars that have been raging for
centuries. A conflict that often seems insurmountable.

While this conflict may be the most recognizable one in the matters of this world, it is not the
most devastating in the history of the world. Once, long ago, in a cool, verdant garden humanity
set itself against the will of God. This is a conflict that more vehemently haunts each of us.
Between the blame shifting and hiding, it seemed a hopeless situation from the get go. The
generations of deliberate and audacious adulteries committed by humanity made redemption
seemingly hopeless. Fortunately, we serve a God who specializes in the impossible.

Even in the generations of Israelites who worshipped idols, murdered, bore false witness, and
dozens of other sins, God set up a special offering dedicated to reconciliation, the peace or
fellowship offering. Unlike other offerings, this offering of shalom mandated that the person
making the sacrifice also eat a portion, almost as if he is sharing a meal with God. Jesus
reenacts this tradition with His disciples in the last supper. God inviting us to His table to share a
meal, inviting us back into relationship with Him. Finally, before Christ leaves he tells the
disciples, OPeace | leave with you; My peace | give to you; not as the world gives do | give to
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youO (John 14:27). With some of his finalworld, he promises a reconciliation, for his followers,
that they might find peace with each other and with their Creator.

CONNECTED TEXTS
John 14:27
Ephesians 2: 14-16
Philippians 4:7
Psalm 34:12

DISCUSSION STARTERS
How would you define peace? Try to come up with a variety of definitions, depending on the
context in which the word is used. Which one do you think Paul is using in this verse?

QUESTIONS

Lois Tverberg in her article OEating at the LordOs Tabledescribes the tradition of sharing a meal
in many Eastern cultures: @ften they involve reconciliation after a grievance has been
committed. After making a covenant to not take vengeance on each other, the parties sit down
to a ceremonial meal. As they eat together, they celebrate their reconciliation with each other,
and after that meal, neither party may bring up the grievance ever again.O How does sharing a
meal with someone impact relationships? Why do you think this is such an essential tradition
among many cultures? How have you experienced this in your own life?

Paul is clear that he asks the church to allow the Opeace of ChristO to rule in their hearts. In
Ephesians 2:14, we are told that OHe, Himself is our peace.O Finally, in John 14:27, we are told
that what Jesus leaves behind is peace. How is this different than the peace that the world gives
(John 14:27)?

What about that warm, fuzzy feeling of being Oat peaceO? In Phillipians 4:7, Paul again connects
peace to the heart, writing, Othe peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, wi guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.O Have you ever experienced this? Share your
experience with your group.

Colossians 3:15 ends with Oand be thankful.O How do you think this connects to the rest of the
verse on peace?

Psalm 34:12 tells us to OSeek peace and pursue it.O This is not the only time in Scripture, in
which peace is described as something fleeting, or at the very least something that requires the
active participation of itOs pursuant. Do you believe this to be true? How have ya experienced
this in your own life? How is passivity different than peace?

! http://www.egrc.net/articles/director/articles_director_1002.html
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ACTION STEP

Make an effort to either share a meal or a cup of coffee with someone who you are in conflict
with, but with whom you would like to seek peace. Or, share a meal with the Lord this week. Go

out to dinner or eat in, but make it just for you and God. Reflect on how this time reconciles your
relationship.
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After a long, hard day of work, Nathan finally made it home to his apartment. Shutting the door
behind him with a slam, he fell to his knees, sobbing, OLord, how is it that | have made such a
mess of things?0

A few months earlier, he had begun his new job in earnest as an assistant manager at a local
clothing store. After a couple of weeks on the job, his boss had already entrusted more
supervisory responsibilities to his care. He was to build a team of motivated, passionate
salespeople. It was a role that seemed to suit him well, as he brought an intense competitive
desire and several years of managerial experience to his new position.

However, in recent weeks, an old familiar pattern had started to reemerge. The pressure to
increase sales and the inability of his crew to keep pace with the leading teams had thoroughly
frustrated him. He began singling out people at group meetings, belittling them in front of their
peers. He lashed out at individuals on the sales floor for small things, like failing to restock the
complimentary water bottles provided to customers. And today, the store owner had called him
into his office to address the mounting complaints from NathanOs team members. He was either
to reverse the team attitude and performance, or he would be replaced.

Upon taking this job, Nathan had not only recommitted himself to job success, but he had
rededicated his life to serving Christ with all he had. In the past year, the teaching of his church
had greatly impacted him. The Holy Spirit was convicting Nathan of sin and reenergizing his
relationship with God. At times, he felt so close to Jesus and so focused on loving Him and
serving Him. And yet, he didnOt have that same intimacy with the brd throughout each workday,
and it was almost as if he wasnOt the same person when he was on the job.

How is it that we can passionately pursue Christ one day and be so far from Him the next? Is it
that we arenOt truly growing in our relationship with Hn? Is it that we are just hypocrites who
believe one thing on Sunday and live something entirely different the rest of the week? Or is it
that we treat our spiritual life as being in one compartment, and the rest of life in another? How
is that a dedicated Christian can totally Oblow itO in the eyes of the world?

Conversely, considering Colossians 3:15-17, what would it look like for us to: OLet the peace of
Christ rule in [our] hearts?Oor OLet the word of Christ dwell in [us]?©r ODo it all in the nameof
the Lord Jesus.O

How is such living possible? Are there any formulas available to us? What should be our
mindset if we are to love God with all our hearts and serve Him faithfully in this world?
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Philippians 4:4-9
Colossians 3:1-17

1 Thessalonians 5:17
Job 1:18-22

Describe a stressful or chaotic situation (perhaps similar to NathanOs predicament) in your life in
which you felt helpless and perhaps distant from the Lord. What factors do you think contributed
to you feeling isolated from God? Is there anything that you are aware of now that kept you from
trusting Him at the time?

Read Philippians 4:4-9, and in contrast to your discussion above about a chaotic situation,
describe a time when, despite chaos and stress, you felt the presence and peace of Christ.
What factors made the difference in your situation? What do you think the Lord was teaching
you?

Read Colossians 3:1-17. As a faith community in search of holistic transformation, how can we
experience redemption in our minds, bodies, and souls that allows us: to let the peace of Christ
rule in our hearts; to let the word of Christ dwell in us richly; or to do everything Oin the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks.O

What spiritual disciplines might we practice in order to experience such transformation, and how
might those disciplines be helpful in these areas of our spiritual lives?

Read Job 1:18-22. How do you think Job, at this point in his story, was able to worship God and
be content?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:17. In the context of GodOs call to Opray without ceasingO Henri J. M.
Nouwen said:

To pray unceasingly is to lead all our thoughts out of their fearful isolation into a
fearless conversation with God. JesusO life was a life lived in the presnce of God
His Father. Jesus kept nothing, absolutely nothing, hidden from His FatherOs
face. JesusO joys, His fears, His hopes, and His despairs, were always shared
with His Father.'

Describe a time in which you felt so close to the Lord that there was nothing Ohidden from His
face,O in which you were able to Odo it all in the name of the Lord JesusO (Colossians 3:17). What

! Henri J. M. Nouwen, The Only Necessary Thing, ed. by Wendy Wilson Greer, The Crossroad Publishing
Co.: New York (1999), pp. 107-108
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do you think the Lord was doing, and what factors were present in your life at the time that
made such intimacy possible?

Without falling into pantheism Bthat is, the belief that sees God in all things (i.e. that God is that
tree or in that rock) Dis it possible to see God in all things? How might it be helpful to look for
God in everything we see, do, and experience?

ACTION STEP

This week, practice seeing God in all persons, places, things, and situations. Journal about what
the Lord is showing you about Himself, especially in the difference ChristOs peace and presence
makes.

10
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Politics and Religion. Two things that never make for polite dinner conversation. However, most
all of us at one time or another want to discuss a certain political policy or a religious viewpoint.
We do this in any number of places D at a bar with friends, at home around the dinner table, and
of course in our small groups.

In all of this there is one place where many do not like discussing at least one of these subjects.
That place is at a gathering of GodOs people on Sunday morning® an even typically referred to
as Ochurch.O Many do not want to hear anything about politics from the pulpit. After all, they
came for religion not to see the banner of a particular party or candidate raised high.

While our government has certain laws in place to prevent clergy from endorsing a candidate or
influencing his or her congregation with regard to a particular piece of legislation it still seems to
happen each Sunday around our country. In all of this, it seems that before we launch into our
particular opinion of what should or should not be said, we should ask a question, OWhy are we
okay with discussing politics (and almost anything else) in a bar, at our home, with our friends,
and in our small groups, but not okay addressing them on a Sunday morning in Church?0

It is not about having a preacher attempt to indoctrinate his or her congregation, nor is it about
overt preaching about a candidate. But can we truly live as kingdom citizens in this world
without asking questions as to how we interact with the nations, empires, and kingdoms of this
world? If the answer to that last question is, ONoO then we need to start asking many more
guestions as to what this may look like.

Sunday, April 25, 2010 is World Malaria Day. Several organizations have spoken to faith
communities around the country about acknowledging this day, and at the very least saying a
prayer for the 500 million men, women and children who are affected by this disease each year
(not to mention the nearly 900,000 who die from it B nearly 90% of whom are children under the
age of 5). Many churches have said OnoO because it Ogets political fast.O

While the disease and accompanying deaths are not in themselves political, it quickly gets
there. For this disease to end we as a people need to call our governmental leaders to honor
promises they have made to the poorest countries in the world, the same countries that are
hardest hit by malaria. Yes we are personally responsible, but we who live in the wealthiest
countries also bear a corporate responsibility.

This Sunday, at DCC, we want to speak about not religion and politics. We want to speak about
faith. Faith in Jesus who asked us to care for the Oleast of theseO including the sick. We will
explore what it looks like to live within our world rooted in our faith. It is not about faith and
culture, but our faith in Jesus as our culture.

12
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Deuteronomy 15.1-
Matthew 25.
Exodus 23:14

What is the most uncomfortable things you have ever heard spoke of at a gathering of GodOs
people (a.k.a. the OeventO on Sunday mornings we commonly call OchurchQO)?

When you hear the word OpoliticalO what does it mean? Where is the line when it comes to
people speaking about politics? Who defines that line?

Why are we comfortable saying words, doing things, and being a certain kind of person
throughout the week, but do not afford the same amount of comfort to ourselves or others on a
Sunday morning gathering?

What issues should we be talking about on a Sunday? What issues should we never speak of?
Why?

Many say that if Christians were doing all we were supposed to do that we would not need the
government. Others say that it takes a joint effort of the church and the government to solve our
worldOs greatest problems. What do you think? Why? How are you as apart of the church
helping to serve the world in which you live?

Ask these two questions:

1. How much do you know about malaria? (Write your answers before you look for information).
2. What can you do to fight malaria? (Write your answers before you look for information).
When you are done go to http://www.malarianomore.org/ to learn more. Put together an action
plan that you as a small group can do together.

13



SMALL GROUP STUDIES

APRIL 2010 | VOL: 3 | NO: 4

WEEK FOUR NOTES

14



